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was this rule over Babylonia maintained. The
Babylonians rebelled, drove out the Assyrian
conqueror, and set up once more a Babylonian,
Adad-shum-usur (about 1268-1239 B. C.), as king
over them. When Tukulti-Ninib returned to
Assyria after his unsuccessful effort to maintain
his authority in the south he found even his own
people in rebellion under the leadership of his son.
In the civil war that followed he lost his life, and
the most brilliant reign in Assyrian history up to
that time was closed.

Up to this point the progress of the Assyrians
had been steady and rapid. The few Semitic
colonists from Babylonia had so completely over-
whelmed the original inhabitants of their land
that the latter made no impression on Assyrian
life or history, and in this alone they had achieved
more than the Babylonians, after a much longer
history and with greater opportunities. We have
seen how the Babylonians were influenced by the
Sumerian civilization and by the Sumerian people.
Afterward they were first conquered by the Kas-
sites and then so completely amalgamated with
them that they ceased to be a pure Semitic race.
Thus the influences of Semitisrn could not be per-
petuated and disseminated by the Babylonians,
while, on the other hand, the Assyrians suffered no
intermixture. The latter had already so gained
control of the fine territory which they first in-
vaded as to be absolute masters of it Under
them the land of Assyria had become Semitic.